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It was historically predetermined that for more than six
centuries Belorussians and Jews lived together in the same
place, gave birth and died, shared happiness and sorrow.

We were always interested in Jewish history in Belarus;
however, since 1995 we have acquired a new in-depth
perspective on this subject. This occurred when
Belorussian archivists met with Miriam Weiner, a well-
known researcher of Jewish history and author of the
cornerstone publications Jewish Roots in Poland and Jewish
Roots in Ukraine and Moldova. In November 2000, she invited
the Belorussian archivists to join this massive project and
participate in creation of a similar publication for Belarus
and Lithuania. We, in Belarus, supported this idea.

To understand the importance of this project, one
needs only to browse through the pages of the
aforementioned books. The joint undertaking Miriam
Weiner offered to Belarussian archivists focused on the
problems of Jewish genealogy and history of towns in
Belarus where Jews used to live and work. We considered
this direction to be of great importance as it allows study
of the history of the families, inter-family connections
and the family trees along with the historical geography.

Today, when the world is becoming more sensitive
to human values, people are more disposed to learn about
their roots and thus, genealogy as an instrument of such
learning has acquired wide recognition. Since the end
of the 1980s, interest in genealogy and family history
has grown considerably. This interest continues to
grow rapidly, upgrading the priority of studying and
using resources with information about ancestry.

The holdings of the State Archives of the Republic
of Belarus contain a great number of documents that
reflect the complicated, sometimes tragic history of
the Jewish people. A considerable part of this
collection consists of sources related to Jewish
genealogy. Along with other genealogical documents,
they are currently in the most demand. It is
understandable, since prior to World War I, Jews
represented 14% of the population of Belarus. Most
of them resided in towns and numerous shtetls,
practiced artisanship and trade, and were engaged in
small or larger businesses. Compact settling, a special
religion, and belonging to a Jewish community
contributed to the preservation of Jewish identity.

I Vladimir I. Adamushko, Chairman
Committee for Archives and Records Management

The documents of the pre-Soviet period, such as
Jewish metric books (birth, marriage, divorce and death
records), recruit lists, voters lists, emigration passports,
as well as fonds [record groups] of trading and industrial
companies, schools and others contain very informative
genealogical data. A certain amount of Jewish
genealogical information may be found in documents
of the Soviet period. They show how the Jews participated
in civil wars, and the political and economical life of
Belarus, revealing the tragedy of the Jewish people during
World War 1II.

To our deep regret, not all the documents including
those related to Jewish genealogy were preserved. The
State Archival Fond of Belarus endured great losses during
World War I, the revolution of 1917, civil war, and during
the 1920s-1930s. A huge number of documents were
destroyed during the first days of World War IT or during
the German occupation. So, not considering regional
and subsidiary archives, the state archives of Belarus lost
3.7 million documents. Even some of the catalogs and
directories were lost.

The circumstances of document destruction makes
the work accomplished by Miriam Weiner even more
valuable and to a certain extent unique. It is based upon
the documents stored in the National Historical Archives
of Belarus, National Historical Archives of Belarus in
Grodno, National Archives of the Republic of Belarus,




and State Archives of Grodno region. The employees of
these archives performed a great job comparing the
documents in preparation for publication, in compliance
to the research criteria.

We would like to commend the high professionalism
of Miriam Weiner, whose extensive knowledge and
devotion penetrates her books and the Routes to the Roots
Foundation website. Miriam did a tremendous job
analyzing in detail all documental resources she had an
access to. Many of the archival documents shown in the
website database are available for researchers for the first
time. There is no doubt that this information will benefit
all visitors to the website. It will be useful not only for
Jews, but also for anyone who is interested in the history
of Belarus.

We would like to express our sincere and deepest
appreciation to Miriam Weiner and also to employees
of National Historical Archives of Belarus, National
Historical Archives of Belarus in Grodno, and the State
Archives of Grodno region for their difficult and truly
heroic work.

Considering that the resources relating to Jewish history
in Belarus used for the project are far from complete, we
look forward to future productive cooperation between
the State Archival Services of Belarus and the Routes to
Roots Foundation led by Miriam Weiner.

Vladimir I. Adamushko, Chairman

Committee for Archives and Records Management
July 2002, Minsk

Minsk, Republic of Belarus
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I Entrance to Holocaust memorial in Minsk (photo credit: Miriam Weiner, 2000)
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KomuTeT mo apxusam M 1eJI0NPOU3BOACTBY

Tak ObLT0 IpeonpeaeeHo HCTOpHEH, 4To Oosiee IeCTH
CTOJIETHH OENOpYCHl M €BpEU >KWUIIM Ha OJHOW 3eMIle,
[pOXKAATUCh U yMHUpPAIU, ASIHIN pagocTh U Tope.

Hac Bcerna mHTEpecoBana UCTOpPUS €BpPEEB B
benapycu. Ho naunnas ¢ 1995 roga, Hamm B3mIs1bl HA
STOT HpeAMeT Mpuodpenn HOBYIO, Oonee TIIyOOKyIO
MEePCIeKTUBY. DTO MPOHU30LLI0, KOTAa OelnopyccKue
ApXUBUCTBI BCTpETUINCh ¢ Mupuam BaliHep, u3BecTHOU
MCCIIeIOBaTENbHULIEH eBpeiCKOl MCTOPUHN U aBTOPOM
ocHOBomnoJiararomux pabot «EBpeiickue KOpHH B
[Tonbue» u «EBpelickue KopHU B YkpauHe 1 Mongose».
B HOs0pe 2000 1. oHa mpenoxuia 0elopyCcCKUM
ApXUBHCTaM TPHCOEIUHUTHCS K 9TOMY MAacIITa0HOMY
[POEKTY U IPUHATH yUacTHE B [IOATOTOBKE aHAJIOTHYHOTO
Tpyna no benapycu u JIutse. benopycckas ctopoHa
MOJJIEPIKANIA 3Ty UACHO.

UtoObI OHATE 3HAYEHUE STOTO IIPOEKTA, JOCTATOUHO
MOJTHCTATh CTPAHUIIBl YKa3aHHBIX KHUT. COBMECTHBIN
Tpya, IpeaioKeHHblii Mupnam Baitnep Genopycckum
ApXMBHCTaM HampaBleH Ha MPoOIeMBbl eBpeiicKon
TeHEaJIOrMy U UCTOPUU TOpoAoB U cenl benapycu, rne
KUIM U TPYAWINCH €Bpeu. Takas HamlpaBJIeHHOCTb
MpeACTaBIIeTCs HaM OCOOCHHO Ba)KHOH, MOCKOJIBKY
[MO3BOJISIET U3y4aTh HE TOJBKO UCTOPHIO CEMEH,
[POZICTBEHHBIX CBA3€M M POJOCIOBHBIX, HO U TO, YTO
COCTaBIAET MPEAMET UCTOPUUECKOU reorpadud.

B coBpemMeHHBIX YCIIOBUAX, KOTAA MPOUCXOIUT
ryMaHUTapu3anus OOIIEeCTBEHHOTO CO3HAaHUS,
TE€HeaJorusl UrpaeT 3aMEeTHYIO pOjb B NO3HAHUHU
rporuutoro. C koHma 80-X rooB MHTEPEC K TeHEANOTuH
1 MICTOPUHU CEMEW 3HAYMTENBHO BBIPOC. JTOT MPOLIECC
MPOAOJIKAETCS U TEIMepb, UTO CIEIal0 aKTyaJIbHBIM
MpoOIeMbl U3YYEeHHUs] ¥ MCIONb30BaHUSI UCTOYHUKOB,
coneprkaimx HHHOPMALIHIO O POAOCIOBHBIX.

B rocynapctBennbix apxuBax PecryOnuku benapych
XpaHUTCsT OO0NbIIOE KOJIUYECTBO JTOKYMEHTOB,
OTPAXKAIOLIMUX CIOKHYIO, IIOPOA TPArn4eCKyr0 UCTOPUIO
eBpeiickoro Hapozna. Cpeny HUX 3HaYUTEIbHOE MECTO
3aHUMAIOT UCTOYHMKH TI0 eBpelickol reHeanornu. CeroaHs
OHU, HapsIy C APYTUMHU [EHEAIOTMYECKUMU IOKyMEHTAMHU,
SIBILSFOTCSL HanOolee BocTpeOoBaHHBIME. 1 3T0 MOHSTHO,
[IOCKOJIbKY HakaHyHe [IepBoli MUPOBOM BOMHBI €BpEU
cocTaBsuIi okoJio 14% ot obmero Hacenenus benapycu.
BoNBIIMHCTBO €BpEEB JKUIIO B TOPOZIaX, MOTOUHCIIEHHBIX
MeCTeUKaX, 3aHMMaTCh PEMECIIOM, TOPTOBIIEH, MEJTKUM
1 KpYNHBIM NIpeanpuHUMaTenscTBoM. KommakTHOe
paccenenue, ocobasi pelnurus, TpUHAAICKHOCTh K
eBpeiCcKOil 00IuHE, CITIOCOOCTBOBAIM COXPAHCHUIO
eBpelCKON CaMOOBITHOCTH.

ConepxarenbHas reHeajoruueckas nHpopManus
COXpaHWJIACh B JIOKYMEHTAX JI0- COBETCKOIO IIEpUOAA,
CpeAr KOTOPBIX HaJ0 Ha3BaTb EBpeiicKre METpUIECKUE
KHUTH (3aIMCH O POXKAEHHUH, Opake, pa3Boe, CMEpTH,
CIHCKU MPU3BIBHUKOB M BBHIOOPIIMKOB, MACIOPTa Ha
BBIE3]l 3arpaHully, a Takxe (QOHAB TOPTOBBIX
yUpEKICHHH 1 IPOMBILITIEHHBIX IPEIIPUSITHIH, yIeOHBIX
3aBeeHul u nap. OmnpeneneHHOE KOJIMYECTBO
reHeaTorn4ecKoil HHPOPMAIIMH O EBPEsIX MOYKHO HalTH
U B JOKyYMEHTaX COBETCKOrO Ilepuonaa, KOTOphle
CBHICTEIILCTBYIOT 00 MX yYaCTUH B TPKIaHCKOH BOMHE,
B FOCYIapCTBEHHOM, TAPTUIHON U XO3IMCTBEHHOM KU3HA
benapycu, pacKpbIBatOT TpareAUO €BPEUCKOro Hapoaa B
roziel BTropoii MUpOBOM BOWHBL.

K orpoMHOMY coxaneHuto, Aajgeko He BCE apXUBHBIE
JOKYMEHTBI, B TOM YMCII€ U CBA3aHHbBIE C €BPEUCKOU
reHeasorueit, coxpanuauchb. OTrpoMHBIH YpOH
TocynapctBenHoMy apxuBHOMY (onay benapycu Obun
HaHeceH Bo BpeMs 1IepBoil MUPOBOI1 BOMHBL, PEBOIIOLIAU
1917 rona, rpaxnanckoi BoiHEL, B 20 — 30-¢ Toabl XX
cronerusi. OrpoMHOE KOIIMYECTBO IOKYMEHTOB IOTHOIIO
B [I0Xapax MepBbIX JHEH BTopoil MUPOBOI BOMHBI WU
YHUYTOKEHO HEMETLKUMH 3aXBATYUKAMU B IEPUOJ
OKKynauuy. Tak, He cunTast JOKYMEHTOB paliOHHBIX U
BEJIOMCTBEHHBIX apXUBOB, TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIE APXUBbI
benapycu mumvnucs 3, 7 MiTH. equHUL XpaHeHus. bouia
yTepsiHa TaK >K€ 4aCTh HAy4YHO-CIIPABOYHOIO alIlapara..

OO0cTosTENBCTBA, CBSI3aHHBIE C yTEpPEel apXUBHBIX
HCTOYHUKOB, JENA0T TPYH, IOATOTOBIIEHHbI Mupuam
Baiinep, eme 0oiee EHHBIM U B KaKOW-TO CTEHICHH
YHUKQJIBHBIM. B €ro ocHOBE J1eXKaT JOKYMEHTSI,
Xpansiuecss B HaloHanbHOM MCTOPUYECKOM apXUBe
benapycu, HanuoHanbHOM HCTOPUYECKOM apXHBE
benapycu B r. I'pogHo, HanmonaneHoM apxuse
Pecny6onuku benapycs, ['ocynapcTBeHHOM apxuBe
I'ponuenckoit obnactu. COTPyOHUKH ITHX apPXUBOB
MPOBEITN 3HAUMTENBbHYI0 paboTy 10 CBEpKE IOKyMEHTOB
MOJATOTOBJICHHBIX K MyONHMKalMK, UX COOTBETCTBUS
[IOMCKOBBIM JJAHHBIM.

OTMedaeM BBICOKHI MpdeccruoHanu3M, IyooKue
3HAHMS U IPEJAHHOCTb CBOEMY JEIIy aBTOpa KHUT U
cozzarens 6aHka NaHHBIX «IlyTH K KOpHsAM». Mupram
BaiiHep KponomIMBO pOaHAIM3UPOBAJIa BCE UCTOUHUKHY,
KOTOpBIE UMEJIUCH B €€ pacnopsikeHun. MHorue
apXUBHbIE JOKYMEHTBI BIIEPBbIC BBEICHBI B HAYUYHbIN
000poT. HeT HUKaKuX COMHEHHIA, YTO BCE, KTO TIOCETHT
CTpPaHMLBI 3TOTO BebcaiiTa, He pazodapyrorcs. JTo
KacacTcs He TOJIBKO €BPEEB, HO U BCEX, KTO HHTEPECYETCSA
ucropueit benmapycu.




BripaskaeM MCKpPEHHIOIO U TIyOOKyIo Onaro-
napHocTb Mupuam BaiiHep u coTpynHuKam
HaumonansHoro ucropuyeckoro apxusa bemnapycu,
HanmonansHoro ncropuueckoro apxusa bemapycu B
r. 'pongHo, HaumonansHoro apxuBa PecnyOnuku
benapycs, TocynapctBennoro apxusa [pomHeHcKoi
obnacTu 3a UX JAOOPOCOBECTHHINH, MOUCTHHE
MOABM)KHUUYECKUH TPy, Y UUTBIBAsL, UTO JAJIEKO HE BCE
WCTOYHMKH IO EBPEHCKON NCTOPUH ObLIIM OXBAYCHBI B
NpOeKTe, BbIpa)kaeM HaJleXIy Ha JalbHeilIee
IJIOJOTBOPHOE cOTpyaHU4YecTBO ['ocynapcTBeHHOM
apxuBHOW ciyx0bl benapycu n gonna «IlyTs k
xopusim» (Routes to Roots Foundation), koTopsrii
Bo3mIasigeT Mupuam Baitnep.
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I Vladimir I. Adamushko and his vice-director, Olga V. Birukova (photo credit: Miriam Weiner, 2002)




